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Welcome! 
Can you believe that it’s autumn already?  Autumn is a time when gardeners get 
ready for next year.  We turn over the garden, install new flower beds, plant bulbs for 
next year, gather our seed catalogues, and start dreaming of spring.  Gardeners use 
the time to prepare for the next season because when spring arrives, there’s no time 
to gather materials and supplies.  We need to go…now! 
 
So often, though, we don’t apply that sort of diligence to our careers.  What are you 
doing to prepare yourself for your next job season?  When was the last time you 
updated your resume?  If you had to change jobs tomorrow, would you be prepared?   
 
At the end of this newsletter, I have some good ideas for how you can stay prepared for any season that 
may come your way.  

October Meeting 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, October 16th from 6-8pm.  We will be meeting at the Chevy’s Mexican 
Restaurant in Schaumburg.  I really hope to see some new faces!  We have quite a few members who 
specified the Schaumburg/Itasca area as their preference, and I hope to see you there!   
 
Since we will be at a restaurant, please let me know by October 15th if you will be coming.  That way I 
can get a table big enough for us.  You can email me at network@devinedrive.com or adevine@gmail.com. 
 
Chevy's in Schaumburg 
1180 Plaza Dr.  
Schaumburg, IL 60173  
(847) 413-9100 

Future Meetings 
We have one November meeting scheduled for Monday, November 5th.  The location will be sent out and 
posted on the website (http://www.devinedrive.com/live/resouces/networking.html).   
 
I would like to plan a social event for November as well.  Ideas and suggestions can be sent to me at 
network@devinedrive.com or adevine@gmail.com. 
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New Members 
Haven’t attended a networking meeting yet?  Don’t worry!  With every reminder email going forward, I 
will make sure to mention what I am wearing so you can spot me.  But if that’s not enough, well, here’s a 

picture of me just after we bought our house a few years ago.  I didn’t have a 
photo more recent that didn’t have me with snowboard gear on. 
 
If you have a friend, co-worker, neighbor, etc. who would like to join our 
networking group, bring them with too!   

 

Career Activities 
In order to keep yourself prepared for any job season, consider keeping a living document that contains a 
description for each project, role, or major duty that has been assigned to you with any company.  You can 
find a template for this document on my website (http://www.devinedrive.com/resources).   
 
Each description should contain the start and end date of the project, your title or responsibility for that 
project, and a no more than a paragraph describing your work on the project.  Specifically call out any new 
technologies or tools that you used.  Focus on the things that you did.  Not what the project did, but what 
you did.  I do interviewing and recruiting for my current employer.  One of the most difficult things to do is 
to identify the things the interviewee did on a project versus the things that the team did on a project.  I 
strongly recommend that you clearly state in the summary what you did on the project. 
 
How is this living document helpful?  Each job search will most likely start with a revisit to your current 
resume.  You will probably identify items on the resume that you want to remove, and you probably have 
items from your last (or current) job that should be added.  The purpose of the living document is to make 
the deletion/insertion as painless as possible.  Just open up the living document, identify the items that you 
want to add, copy and paste into your resume.   
 
When I left my first job as an ASIC designer for Sun Microsystems, I had a hard time finding the type of 
job I wanted in Illinois.  I developed a half-dozen resumes that were targeted towards different industries.  
This seems like a crazy thing to do, especially since I hate revising resumes, but it was not that painful 
because all I had to do was copy and paste.  One other bonus, this living document works wonderful when 
it comes to performance review time.  Everything you’ve done in the past year is right in one place.   

Mailing List Reminder  
If you haven’t done so yet, please sign up to our mailing list at www.devinedrive.com/networking.  I will 
only be sending out emails to those folks on the mailing list after this email.  I don’t sell/publish/release 
your information to anyone.   
 
 
Enjoy the drive. 
Amy 


